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A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The stories of  the Acts of  the Apostles remind us how the first Christian 
community led by the disciples embraced and lived out in One Heart and 
One Mind (Acts 4:32) the Mission to make disciples of  all nations, which Jesus 
entrusted to them. Jesus continues to call and send each of  us as his missionary 
disciple.  

With heartfelt joy and gratitude to God, I present to you the first edition 
of  Mission — the 2023/24 Annual Pastoral Report of  St. Frances Cabrini  
Parish (SFC). I thank Melissa Shafer, who led the compilation and editing of  this  
Annual Pastoral Report. This annual pastoral report is replete with examples 
of  how the SFC community has been fruitful missionary disciples by living 
out its mission statement: Worship God, Love Others, Make Disciples,  
Educate the Young. 

This past year, I have witnessed growth in our entire parish community 
(parish and school), working together with one heart and one mind to 
achieve this mission. I thank the parish clergy and staff, parish circle of  leaders, 
volunteers, school administrators, faculty and staff, students, and their parents. 
Our Mission at SFC is only complete when we appreciate the invaluable pres-
ence the school community, the largest ministry of  the parish, brings to our 
parish. 

Also, very strikingly, this past year, we have participated in the Eucharistic 
Revival of  the entire Church in the United States. Through our prayers and 
reflections, we affirmed that we truly believe in the Eucharist as the source and 
summit of  the Church. Thus, we have all been commissioned as Eucharistic 
Missionaries to share the gifts of  the Eucharistic presence in our lives with 
others. 

I invite you to join me in praying earnestly for the renewal of the gifts 
of Holy Spirit on each of  us as we journey into the new pastoral year and 
prepare to celebrate the 70th anniversary of  SFC’s founding in 2025. I firm-
ly believe that through the intercession of  our patroness, St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini, we will continue to use our gifts of  time, talent, and treasure for the 
greater glory of  God. 

St. Frances Cabrini — Pray for us!

Fr. James Okafor 
Pastor of  SFC

08-01-2024 | In Memoriam of  St. Alphonsis Liguori
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SFC AT A GLANCE

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PARISH 
Saint Frances Cabrini was canonically estab-

lished on June 25th, 1955, and Father Robert G.  
Essig was installed as its first pastor on July 3rd, 
1955, by the Reverend John J. Healy, the neigh-
boring pastor of  St. Christopher’s Church. The 
first parish Mass was said on Sunday, July 10th in 
St. Lucy’s School and Mass continued there until 
September 25th, 1955, when Mass was said in our 
“Red Barn,” a storage shed with a double garage 
attached that is on the Camden side of  our prop-
erty. Construction on our new church was started 
on November 30th, 1962, and was completed on 
December 30th, 1963.

MASS ATTENDANCE - OCTOBER 2022
Mass Time	 Men	 Women	 Children	 Total	 Avg/Mass
5:00 pm Saturday	 202	 304	 51	 557	 139.25
8:00 am Sunday	 223	 296	 27	 546	 136.5
9:30 am Sunday	 269	 374	 179	 822	 205.5
11:30 am Sunday	 195	 350	 78	 623	 155.75
1:00 pm  Sunday (Assyrian)	 70	 152	 20	 242	 60.5
5:30 pm Sunday	 162	 209	 75	 446	 111.5

MASS ATTENDANCE - OCTOBER 2023 
Mass Time	 Men	 Women	 Children	 Total	 Avg/Mass
5:00 pm Saturday	 168	 229	 31	 428	 107
8:00 am Sunday	 158	 226	 23	 407	 101.75
9:30 am Sunday	 269	 326	 142	 737	 184.25
11:30 am Sunday	 223	 365	 39	 627	 156.75
1:00 pm  Sunday (Assyrian)	 60	 93	 7	 160	 40
5:30 pm Sunday	 141	 239	 103	 483	 120.75

ADA UPDATE 
DSJ Goal = $139,113.00
Parish Goal = $210,000
Total Pledged Amount = $233,806.85
Total Families = 329
Progress towards Parish Goal = 111%



55  
BAPTIZED

39  
FIRST

COMMUNICANTS

61  
CONFIRMED

11  
WEDDINGS

58  
FUNERALS

1,403  
ACTIVE FAMILIES
OUT OF 3,756 REGISTEREDIcons attribution: Vecteezy.com
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BY THE NUMBERS 2023 – 2024



6 | 2023-24 SAINT FRANCES CABRINI PARISH ANNUAL PASTORAL REPORT

MINISTRY SNAPSHOTS

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM 
The inaugural meeting for this new advisory 

team was held on June 14, 2023. The purpose of  
the Parish Leadership Team (PLT) is to interact 
with and serve as guides to the various parish min-
istries and cultural groups, to support the vision, 
mission, and growth of  the parish, and to plan for 
parishwide events. Since June 2023, the PLT has 
met bi-weekly as a group and on occasions with 
the leadership of  the parish ministries at large. The 
team members were also assigned to participate in 
multiple parish ministries to act as liaisons, support-
ers, and guides. The PLT members have met with 
and reached out to parish ministries, attended min-
istry events, and have assisted ministries in different 
ways over the year. 

The PLT was officially commissioned by  
Father James at Mass on September 10, 2023.  
Current PLT members are Doris Bebla,  
Jeff Morrison, Sam Nickolas, Carlo Pedron,  
Maria Sarmiento, Melissa Shafer, and Father James 
Okafor.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
The Parish Pastoral Council advises the pastor 

on the pastoral issues concerning the parish. The 
Parish Council collaborates with staff members, 
parishioners, other parish councils, ministries, and 
committees to carry out the parish’s vision. 

In spring 2024, the parish council spoke at week-
end Masses for three consecutive weekends, summa-
rizing the Diocesan Pastoral Plan for SFC parishio-
ners and giving them notice of  the group’s plans to 
solicit parishioner feedback around a parish strategic 
plan which is going to be based on the Diocesan Pas-
toral Plan.

The following parishioners are currently serv-
ing on the Parish Pastoral Council: Tim Nguyen, 
Debbie Casey,  John Beltramo, Willard Danilo,  
Florence Fajardo, George Midwin, Rob Godar,  
Elizabeth Drew, Craig Taylor, Matt Shafer, Fr. James 
Okafor, Fr. Rey Sarmiento, and Ronda Clark.

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
The Parish Finance Council assists the Pastor 

in all matters about parish finances. The Finance 
Council advises the Pastor on the financial oper-
ations of  the parish, develops the parish financial 
plan, reviews the financial procedures of  the parish, 
and approves the annual budget for the parish oper-
ating and capital expenditures. See page 22 for the 
annual financial statement.

This past year, a new Finance Council charter 
was drafted and approved based on the Diocese 
model. The Finance Council provided the annual 
report to the community on time and in accordance 
with Diocese requirements. They also reviewed the 
financials with Fr. James on a monthly basis and  
assisted him with any changes that needed to be 
made to stay within budget. This group also re-
viewed the list of  projects that Fr. James has been 
planning to help ensure they are cost-effective and 
that adequate funds are available for those projects. 

Current Parish Finance Council members in-
clude Tim Smith, Jennifer Nickolas, Art Javier, 
Roxanne Vane, Carlo Pedron, and Tom Connelly.

Ministries are the core of Saint Frances 
Cabrini Parish. These groups employ their 
time, talent, and treasure to share gifts with 
others — to Worship God, Love Others, 
Make Disciples, and Educate the Young. 
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ALTAR SERVERS
Altar servers assist our priests at the celebration 

of  the Eucharist. The commitment involves serv-
ing at the Altar of  God at weekend Masses and/or 
some weekday Masses, Holy Days of  Obligation, 
funerals, and weddings.

This past year, Father Joseph Tran and parish 
altar server coordinator, Garin Ballard, held train-
ings with current and new altar servers. Father  
Joseph designed and distributed a special altar serv-
er polo shirt to servers and celebrated them for their 
service at a special brunch held on November 12, 
2023.

The parish currently has over 40 young men 
and women that participate in this vital place in the 
Liturgical life of  the church.

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE MINISTRY
This ministry advises and assists the pastor 

in all matters pertaining to the upkeep, repair,  
replacement, and maintenance of  all parish facilities 
and property. Over this past year, the Building and 
Maintenance Ministry has been active in managing 
many large-scale projects, including: the installation 
of  a new roof  on the rectory, the installation of  new 
cameras on the campus, the electrical repair in the 
Red Barn, the repaired lighting in Essig Hall, the 
removal, refurbishment and reinstallation of  the 
church pews, the removal of  carpet and existing 
floor tiles in the church, the abatement of  asbestos 
in the church floor tiles and ceilings,  the installation 
of  new carpet and flooring in the church, plus the 
repainting the church interior and exterior doors. 
The Building and Maintenance Ministry also con-
tinued to oversee the new confessional work and 
adoration chapel renovations being done by Hogue 
Construction.

This ministry continually collaborated with oth-
er parish ministries and contractors to enhance and 
upgrade the facilities on our campus during 2023 
and 2024 as well as to keep our parish property 
well-maintained and accessible to the community 
for years to come.

The Building and Maintenance Ministry 
is headed up by Dave Citrigno and  
joining him in this work are: Tobin Douglas,  
Leila Correa, Kristen Sinnott, Joe Piazza, Jeff 
Boo, Dominic Englen, and Sam Nickolas. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
This past year, the Children’s Ministry sought 

to build up and renew the parish Children’s Liturgy 
of  the Word (CLOW) program. This ministry orga-
nized and led the parish’s weekly children liturgy at 
the 9:30 am Mass on Sundays. Palm Sunday 2024 
had a record number of  children for the year at 37 
kids attending. 

Malia Delvecchio spearheaded a new initiative 
to tie in with the Children’s Ministry efforts to ed-
ucate the young  — a SFC Vacation Bible Camp! 
Run by the Ladies League, approximately 60 kids 
attended this inaugural event. 

Core members of  the Children’s Ministry 
include Malia Delvecchio, Sarah Mudgett, 
Meagan Wikramanyake, and Liz Hickock.

COUNTING MINISTRY 
The Counting Ministry was commissioned by 

Father James on July 2, 2023. This ministry ensures 
that offertory collections are properly safeguarded, 
counted, deposited, and recorded. All collections 
are processed and deposited following the proce-
dures mandated by the Diocese of  San Jose. Each  
envelope is opened, verified, and recorded in the 
ParishSoft database. All personal information is kept  
confidential. The donations collected for each fund are  
recorded and tracked by the parish bookkeeper, and 
reported to the pastor. 

Leading this ministry is Teresa Adams and join-
ing her are: Atour Bakuniance, Chris Badame, Art 
Javier, Maria Javier, Ly Pham, Robbi Stroup, Lillian 
Konnyu, Loan Nguyen, and Ken Kolakowski.
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CHURCH ART & ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY 
The Church Art & Environment Ministry works 

under the guidance of  the Holy Spirit and our  
Pastor to help enhance worship at Saint Frances 
Cabrini Church by devoting time and talent while 
cleaning and decorating our church, vestibule, sacris-
ty, chapel, altar, and sanctuary to promote the glory 
of  God and enhance the celebration of  the liturgy.

Regular duties of  this ministry include weekly 
cleaning, and plant care, periodic deeper cleaning 
of  pews and vestibule, polishing brass, and Liturgi-
cal seasonal decor changes such as during Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Easter and ordinary time. Plus, 
this crew readies the church for other special times 
throughout the year — like the Altar of  Repose, 
Intercultural Masses, Altar of  Remembrance, etc. 
This vital ministry also prepared the cart to hold 
the Blessed Virgin Mary for rosary processions on  
first Saturdays, the 13th of  the months of  May –  
October. 2024 brought some unique logistical, space, 
and decor challenges as the Church Art & Environ-
ment collaborated on proposals to update the church 
interior plus oversaw the configuration of  Essig Hall 
to serve as our worship space in the summer of  2024.

The Church Art & Environment Ministry is 
led by Elizabeth Drew with the core team of  Chris  
Badame, Alison Donahue, Joy Kratofil, Jennifer Paul,  
Ricardo Torres, Patty Vucurevich, and Ted  
Vucurevich. Joining them to support are Zoila  
Daniel, Alice Chapman, Leila Correa, Linda Hellett, 
Ly Pham, Rischel Yeh, Roxanne Vane, Shirley Corbari, 
Yena Kim, Lan Lagentry, Scott Cody, and Ofelia Pors. 
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LITURGY MINISTRY
The Liturgy Ministry plays a crucial role in  

preparing and coordinating the various aspects 
of  the parish celebrations, especially for the Mass. 
They work closely with the priests to organize the  
Liturgical Seasons and Feasts to ensure that the litur-
gical calendar is followed for the Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, and Easter Seasons. They plan and prepare 
for other services, Confirmation, First Holy Com-
munion, weddings, funerals, and baptisms. They 
ensure that the altar, sanctuary and overall church 
environment are properly set up according to the  
liturgical norms with appropriate colors and  
decorations for the season. Training is provided 
for the Liturgical Ministers: lectors, extraordinary  
ministers, and altar servers. They coordinate with 
the choir to select hymns and devotional prayers that 
align with the theme of  the Mass.

Patty Vucurevich leads this ministry and join-
ing her are Elizabeth Drew, Ana Ng, Teresa  
Adams , Doris Bebla, James Sawaya, Jennifer 
Donnelly, Audrey Piedad, and Maria Sarmiento.

EVANGELIZATION MINISTRY 
The Evangelization Ministry is dedicated to 

having each parishioner fully embrace and live out 
the parish’s mission: to worship God, love others, 
make disciples, and educate the young. The ministry 
also explores and implements different programs to 
help each parishioner become a missionary disciple.

Key highlights from the year for the Evange-
lization Ministry include holding two exclusive  
Cabrini Movie showings at the CineLux Theatres in  
Campbell, sponsoring and facilitating the  
Eucharistic Revival Workshop series in early 
2024, sponsoring and preparing devotions such as  
Novenas for Divine Mercy, Pentecost, Sacred Heart 
of  Jesus, and Mother Cabrini. They held a special 
Advent-themed Movie Night in December 2023. 
They orchestrated a Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit 
that appeared in the church and Essig Hall in early 
December 2023. This ministry also highlighted and 
produced special events for the Marian Month of  
May, including a Family Rosary in the parish rose 
garden and a Marian Movie Night. This ministry 
is always striving to offer fun and faith-filled  
opportunities to build community in our parish 
and in response to parish need, they increased and  
diversified their offerings in 2023 and 2024.

The following parishioners are cur-
rently serving on the SFC Evangelization  
Ministry: Cathy Campbell, Mary Kay Englen,  
Maggie Conlin, Ngocdai Nguyen, Julie Midwin, 
Gail Cooper, Dan O’Connell, and Jim Revels. 
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HISTORY & ARCHIVES MINISTRY
The mission of  the History & Archives Ministry 

is to identify, collect, preserve, organize, and share 
rich historical records of  our parish to promote the 
legacy of  faith and Christian witnesses through the 
years.

Key accomplishments for this ministry this past 
year include having framed photos of  the nine SFC 
parish pastors, the pope and bishop framed and  
displayed, the study and research of  the history 
of  the church construction including symbolism 
throughout the building, research and compilation 
of  the history of  the ICF and RCIA completed, 
plus the completion of  extensive historical research 
of  the land and its original owners.

In April 2024, a special brunch was held to 
honor the parishioners that were part of  the SFC 
community from its first formative years (1955 – 
1975.) They reconnected and shared stories about 
their experiences of  the church as it was in the ear-
ly years. Another brunch 
was held in June 2024 
for parishioners who 
were at SFC from 1976 – 
2006. It is the aim of  the  
History & Archives  
Ministry to document  
and publish these 
testimonies to pre-
serve the heritage of   
the parish.

Current members 
of  the History &  
Archives Ministry 
are Margie Schillage, 
Jean O’Connell, Jill  
Ballard, George Midwin, 
and Tim Van Overen.  

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY
The Hospitality Ministry provides and promotes 

a welcoming environment of  love, acceptance, and 
comfort within the parish community, hosting periodic 
events to create opportunities for parishioners to share 
fellowship after Mass and other occasions.

The ministry supported the Pentecost and Inter-
cultural celebrations by helping with the setup and 
teardown/cleanup of  the reception, greeting the  
parishioners and guests, and serving the food.  
The ministry holds the monthly Hospitality Weekends, 
the New Parishioners Breakfast, and transports parish-
ioners who can’t drive anymore to and from Mass.

Dedicated Hospitality Ministry members include: 
Teresa Adams, Myla Taylor, Craig Taylor, James 
Sawaya, Chris Badame, Doris Bebla, Kim Nguyen, 
Mary Kay Englen, Domonic Englen, Bobbie Holly, 
MJ Leung, Chuck Ogden, Ofelia Pors, and Ngocdai 
Nguyen.

INFORMATION & TECHNOLOGY (IT) MINISTRY
The IT Ministry is tasked with making mission-

ary disciples of  Christ through proper communication 
and available technology and to create a written and 
audio-visual presence in the parich liturgical celebra-
tions and other parish gatherings. 

This was a busy year for the IT Ministry as they 
worked on the purchase and commissioning of  new 
choir mics and the purchase of  an upgraded wireless 
HDMI interface. They also were instrumental in up-
grading Essig Hall’s systems to accomodate the Masses 
during the summer of  2024 and for the betterment of  
the facility’s future use.

Current members of  the IT Ministry are John 
Donnelly, Alex Cordonnier, Cathy Campbell, Erin 
Donnelly, George Awuzie, Greg Herbert, Howard 
Blevins, Kamil Madoo, Ngocdai Nguyen, Ninous  
Bebla, Steve Crooks, Ted Vucurevich, and Teri  
Barnett.
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HOSPITAL & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
This ministry takes care of  the pastoral and sac-

ramental care of  our sick, homebound, and hosp-
tilized parishioners by bringing them the Eucharist 
once a week and serving the following facilities once 
a week over the past year: Almaden Rehab, Wood-
lands, Plum Tree, Cedar Creek, Stonebrook, Palm 
Villas, and Good Samaritan.

Current members of  the Hospital & Home-
bound Ministry are Grace Rivero, Douglas  
Rivero, Jorge Tibon, Trang Tran, Sue Butler, Millie  
Medoro, Joe Medoro, Sam Nickolas, Lillian  
Konnyu, Maria Sarmiento, Maria Javier,  
Florence Fajardo, Atour Bakuniance, Lee Campbell,  
Anthony Allegretti, Carlo Pedron, MJ Leung,  
Rebecca Valverde, Donna Holt, Ngocdai Nguyen, 
Karen Strobach, Chris Aguilar, Richard Salciccia, 
Mary Dileo, Noelle Jachimiec, Shirley Corbari, Joy 
Hawkins, Diane Warneke, and Nathalie Ghantous.

LADIES LEAGUE MINISTRY
The mission of  the Ladies League Ministry 

is to support all women in the parish and school  
communities to grow in faith and to witness the love 
of  God through ministry, social activities, community  
service projects, funding activities, and faith formation  
programs.

This year, the Ladies League rekindled beloved 
events, championed new offerings, and collaborat-
ed with other ministries to further their parish mis-
sion. The group continued to hold monthly meetings 
that included both social and faith-based activities. 
They hosted a brunch event to kick off school year 
in partnership with SFC school. The Ladies League 
continued to sponsor, host, and staff the SFC Fiesta 
wine booth. In the Christmas season, they organized 
a Santa visit in Essig Hall with food trucks for the 
community and cohosted the Parish Christmas Din-
ner with the SFC Men’s Club. The Ladies League 
supported the Crab Feast along with Men’s Club. 
During Lent, the Ladies League hosted and spon-
sored one of  the Wednesday Soup Nights. Another 
well-received event was a special Mother/daughter 
soirée held in spring 2024. In service and funding, 
a new 8th grade “Be the Light” scholarship was  
established. The Ladies League also funded the  
Father Essig Scholarship.

A new large-scale venture for 2024 was the 
bringing of  a “first time in recent memory” Vacation  
Bible Camp to SFC! Approximately 60 kids attended, 
and 20 youth volunteers guided the campers in this  
Ladies League first. 

The Ladies League Ministry is headed by  
Elizabeth Drew, Malia Delvecchio, Michelle Piazza, 
Sheila Stout, and Nataly Hina.
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION &  
ENRICHMENT/DATE NIGHT MINISTRY

Led by the husband-wife team of  Chris and Ann 
Aguilar, the Marriage Preparation & Enrichment 
Ministry seeks to prepare couples for the sacrament 
of  matrimony and to offer married and engaged 
couples regular opportunities for fellowship, forma-
tion, and enrichment.

Working toward this goal, Date Nights at SFC 
were held monthly from September 2023 – May 
2024. These nights featured fellowship and forma-
tion opportunities for married and engaged cou-
ples. Activities included bocce ball, a special Advent  
potluck and gift exchange, hosting Father James 
Okafor as a featured speaker, and couple-led Stations 
of  the Cross during Lent, in addition to the new,  
featured  couples’ communication series “Love  
Never Ends.” In presenting the series, couples took 
turns faciliating the monthly topics that focused 
on a different area of  challenge for couples. This 
year’s presenters were Chris and Ann Aguilar, Matt 
and Melissa Shafer, and Matt and Jennie Switzer.  
An average of  eleven couples attended the sessions 
monthly to grow stronger in their faith and in fellow-
ship with other Catholic couples. 

In Marriage Preparation, eleven couples pre-
pared for Matrimony with weddings either held 
at SFC, or with a SFC priest officiating at other  
locations, resulting in six new marriages and five  
convalidations. One new couple is in preparation for 
the sacrament currently.

MEN’S CLUB MINISTRY
The Men’s Club is a social network of  men 

from St. Frances Cabrini Parish. This ministry seeks 
to develop a men’s community within the parish by 
providing opportunities for spiritual and personal 
growth, social interaction, and service outreach to 
SFC community. The Men’s Club meets year-round 
on the second Monday of  each month at 6:30 p.m. 
in Essig Hall.

This active group of  men continues to organize 
the ushers for Mass under the current leadership of  
JT Sawaya with guidance from Dick Hawkins. The 
ushers supported important Masses throughout the 
year — including non-holiday Masses that require 
these men to take time away from family and leisure 
activities to help the parish community. The Men’s 
Club prepared the bacon and pancakes for the New 
Parishioner Breakfast. They built and disassembled 
SFC Fiesta, including the Happy Grillmore Burger 
Booth, the Quick Fry Chicken Booth, and the Beer 
Garden. The Men’s Club also sponsored the Hos-
pitality Sunday in October. In November, the group 
ran the Thanksgiving Food Drive and helped with a 
Turkey Dinner with Loaves and Fishes and the So-
cial and Outreach Ministry for those less-fortunate. 

The Men’s Club brought a close to 2023 by 
co-sponsoring the SFC Christmas Holiday Dinner 
Party with the Ladies League and kept on going 
as the Christmas Food Drive came after that. This 
hardworking crew was recently instrumental in dis-
assembling the  pews in the church, assembling the 
tents to hold the pews for refurbishment, and clean-
ing Essig Hall to prepare for temporary Masses held 
there in the summer of  2024.

The Men’s Club is led Rob Godar, along 
with Anthony Perez, Mike Vasquez and Adrian  
Murphy and are joined by 50 other men of  the parish  
community.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
The Music Ministry is an integral part of  wor-

ship during the Mass. This ministry encourages the 
parishioners to use their talents of  singing and play-
ing musical instruments to create an uplifting wor-
ship space during liturgical celebrations.

Cultural representation and diversity is at the 
heart of  this ministry. The Music Ministry has 
brought together musicians and singers representing 
Assyrian, Filipino, Nigerian, Spanish, and Vietnam-
ese cultures and integrated the various music groups 
within and outside of  SFC to sing at Masses. Five lan-
guages were represented at the Intercultural Mass-
es — Assyrian, Igbo, Italian, Spanish, and Tagalog. 
The Saint Frances Cabrini Feast Day Mass featured 
those languages with the addition of  Vietnamese.

Music Ministry Leads in 2023 – 2024 were  
Audrey Piedad, Jennifer Donnelly, Willard Danillo, 
Maria Sarmiento, and Teri Barnett.

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
The mission of  the SFC Stewardship Ministry is 

to foster and promote stewardship as a way of  life for 
all parishioners by sharing their gifts of  time, talent, 
and treasure as missionary disciples of  Christ.

Goals include encouraging the parishioners to 
participate in the stewardship of  God’s given trea-
sure through Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA), week-
ly in-person or electronic-giving, and other parish 
fund-raising events. SFC exceeded its ADA goal this 
past year. In June 2024, the Stewardship Ministry 
hosted a wine and cheese reception to express grati-
tude toward contributors to the 2024 ADA campaign.

An annual volunteer appreciation reception was 
held in May 2024 to acknowledge and to thank all 
the various volunteers who gave their time, talent, 
and treasure for the betterment of  SFC. This group 
continues to seek and to research new means of  en-
hancing parish-wide stewardship.

The Stewardship Ministry is led by Pedro  
Guerra and joined by Robert Dunn, Ana Ng,  
Jim Ortbal, Brian Burke, Dominic Acorda, Jeff  
Morrison, Blanche Khoshaba, Sara Mudgett, and 
Roxanne Vane.
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SOCIAL & OUTREACH MINISTRY
The mission of  this ministry is faith in action 

by promoting ministries to persons who are in 
need and following in the footsteps of  St. Frances  
Cabrini, the parish patroness. The Social &  
Outreach Ministry manages the SFC Food Pantry, 
which serves SFC parishioners and local families in 
our Cambrian area. Boxes of  groceries are distrib-
uted every Wednesday from 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm at 
the Camden entrance. 

The Pantry had an average weekly distribution  
of  20 boxes in the fall and winter of  2023. This 
included walk ups, home deliveries, and school  
deliveries. SFC partnered with Loaves and Fishes 
for a Thanksgiving meal for the hungry that fed 
35 – 40 walk-ups. 147 volunteers came to serve 
the needy. Also, several to-go meals were offered 
to those who wanted them. The next day after 
the meal, volunteers took those leftover meals to 
the homeless and distributed them at St. James 
Park in Downtown San Jose. Leftovers from the  
Turkey Party were donated to the Pantry. Volun-
teers made 108 sandwiches and distributed them 
to two homeless encampments — one in San Jose 
and one in Fremont. The food giveaway program 
had increased in early 2024 due to better advertis-
ing and mild weather. The ministry had two new 
volunteers join in spring 2024 as well. 

This group started a new initiative in January 
2024. Pantry volunteers began making sandwiches 
to distribute and the SFC Youth Group put together 
hygiene kits for those in need. On the First Saturday 
of  each month, a group of  men and women meet 
at St. Frances Cabrini for the Rosary procession  
prior to Mass. They attend Mass and confession, 
then they collect the sandwiches and kits and drive 
to St. James Park to encounter the homeless. This 
system has had success. This group also collected 
used Magnificats to give to the men and women 
who are incarcerated within Santa Clara County.

The Social and Outreach Ministry is led by 
Lee Campbell and joined by Jennifer Nickolas, Lisa 
Douglas, Mary Durski, Nathalie Ghantous, Robbi 
Stroup, Jim Revels, John Dahl, and Pat Haley. 
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YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRIES
The Youth and Young Adult Ministries serve 

as points of  faith and fellowship for our youth and 
young adults in the parish. These groups foster a 
connection with Jesus Christ, the Church, and the 
mission of  the Church within a community of  peers. 
The focus age groups for the SFC Youth Ministry are 
those in grades 6 – 12. The Young Adult Ministry 
aims at those young adults ages 18 – 35 years old.

The Youth Ministry held monthly Masses 
and meetings with varied activities and opportu-
nities for youth engagement, such as movie nights,  
bocce ball, special crafts, cornhole, and a unique 
candlelight rosary service. The Young Adult Ministry 
hosted special movie nights and basketball sessions.  
Mary Ellen Poirier commissioned a special new SFC 
Youth Group t-shirt to unify the group this year. 

This team of  SFC 
young people also cham-
pioned acts of  service. 
The group partnered 
with the Social and Out-
reach Ministry and col-
lected toiletries to create 
20 toiletry kits monthly 
for distribution at the 
SFC pantry beginning in January 2024. This year 
the Youth and Young Adult Ministries hosted two 
Taize Prayer Services with Father Joseph Tran. The 
Youth Ministry set up the altar, positioned and lit the 
candles, and participated in all aspects of  the service. 
This group organized a special Blessing of  the Grad-
uates during Mass with a dinner afterward. 

The Youth Ministry was present and active in 
both Intercultural Masses and reception dinners 
during 2023 – 2024. They set up a Youth Group  
table at the reception, shared pictures of  their  
activities on a monitor, greeted all the attendees, 
handed out raffle tickets, and volunteered at the drink  
station and with the clean-up crew. Donations from the 
intercultural reception dinner came to the amount of  
$1500.They held a successful Christmas Bake Sale in  
December 2023 where several families baked treats 
to sell. Six youth managed the bake sale after each 
Mass and netted donations of  $776.

 In early June 2024, six youth from SFC attended 
the Diocesan Youth Retreat in Lake Tahoe where they 
spent time in prayer and fellowship with other dioce-
san youth and focused on ways that they could go into 
the world to proclaim the Good News to others.

Father Joseph Tran coordinated efforts to  
steward the Young Adults this past year. In May 
2024, SFC hired Joseph Caruso as the new  
coordinator to oversee the Youth and Young Adults 
Ministries. Keith Metz pitched in to get the Youth 
Group up and running in 2023. Mary Ellen Poirier 
continues to volunteer her time, talent, and treasure 
to keep the Youth Group running, effective, focused, 
lively, and fun.



17 | 2023-24 SAINT FRANCES CABRINI PARISH ANNUAL PASTORAL REPORT

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY
Saint Frances Cabrini’s faith formation program 

endeavors to encourage every person to develop a 
deep and loving relationship with Jesus Christ and 
to enkindle within their hearts a love of  the Catholic 
faith through education and sacramental prepara-
tion. 

Students involved in faith formation classes met 
on Wednesday evenings from September through 
May. The sacrament of  Confirmation being moved 
from spring of  2024 to November 2023 brought a 
shift in the preparation for that sacrament. Those 
confirmandi received extra instruction on Sundays 
in addition to Wednesday classes to accommodate 
the compressed timeline and to provide confirmandi 
extra support and guidance.

The faith formation program continues to evolve 
and expand its offerings to meet the needs of  those 
preparing to receive sacraments. The youth faith for-
mation classes will move from Wednesday evenings 
to Sunday mornings starting in the 2024 school year 
to allow for the participation of  more families. This 
ministry also continues to offer monthly baptism 
preparation class for parents and godparents seeking 
infant baptism. SFC hosted a diocese-wide Confir-
mation Mass in April 2024 in partnership with our 
faith formation team. (See page 5 for the numbers of  
those who received sacraments this past year.)

Matthew Shafer stepped up as the interim  
Catechetical Coordinator through the 2023–24 
school year and was officially hired in June 2024.  
Our team of  catechists include Mary Ann Adams, 
Linda Brady, Debbie Casey, Vanessa Casey, Nathalie  
Ghantous, Mary Ellen Poirier, Jim Revels, Matthew 
Shafer, Melissa Shafer, Dan O’Connell, and our 
OCIA leader Tim Van Overen.
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ASSYRIAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
The Assyrian Catholic Community of  Saint 

Frances Cabrini formed in 2011 to unite the Assyr-
ian parishioners under one pure Catholic family by 
preserving and strengthening our faith in a peaceful 
spiritual environment. The Assyrian Community 
holds a weekly Mass on Sundays at 1:00 pm that is 
open to all.

This active community played a large role in 
the planning and execution of  the Intercultural 
Masses and receptions. For Fiesta 2023, they spon-
sored and hosted the Kabob Booth. The Assyrian 
Community provided goods for the food giveaways 
at Thanksgiving and at Christmas as well as mak-
ing efforts to support the SFC Food Pantry. Two  
bazaars to raise funds for the church were held by 
this group, one for Christmas and one for Easter. 
The Assyrians provided holy water bottles for all 
Masses during Epiphany. They hosted and spon-
sored a parish hospitality weekend and also hosted 
a Lenten Soup night this past year. The Assyrian 
Community held an annual Vacation Bible Study 
over five days for young children ages 4 – 15. 

Assyrians also celebrate three special feast days 
— the Feast of  St. George in April, the Assumption 
of  the Blessed Virgin Mary in August, and another 
St. George in November. The community celebrat-
ed a special off-site Mass and reception in a park 
this past year.  This vibrant community is 100 mem-
bers strong and is led by Doris Bebla.

ETHNIC COMMUNITIES
Saint Frances Cabrini Parish celebrates 

and recognizes a wide range of ethnic diver-
sity that makes up the heart of our parish to 
further our mission. 
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FILIPINO AMERICAN (FILAM) GROUP
The SFC FilAm Group is a group of   

Filipino-Americans and friends who share the  
Filipino tradition and culture with the parish  
community. The group has been active at SFC since 
2013 and is led by Maria Sarmiento.

This past year, they planned and celebrated SFC 
Simbang Gabi Masses and receptions in December 
2023. They also hosted the January 2024 Hospitali-
ty at all Masses. During Lent 2024, the FilAm group 
co-hosted a Lenten soup night with Vietnamese on 
the 5th Sunday of  Lent and participated in Friday 
Stations of  the Cross with their choir. Easter was a 
festive time for the hardworking FilAm Group as 
they prepared and filled thousands of  Easter eggs 
for a special egg hunt that they hosted after the 9:30 
am Easter Mass. They also played an active role in 
the organization, preparation, and participation in 
the two intercultural Masses and receptions.

ITALIAN CATHOLIC FEDERATION (ICF)
The Italian Catholic Federation (ICF) is a fam-

ily-oriented, non-profit fraternal organization ded-
icated to promoting activities that build faith and 
family spirit and bring men, women, and children 
of  all ages together. By joining a local branch, ICF 
members share their culture, heritage, and be-
liefs. This group helps to support parish events and  
endeavors through participation and financial  
support.

This year the ICF celebrated a milestone — 
their 100 year anniversary! Branch 191 at SFC has 
been around for about 60 years. This group is over 
78 members strong and 
is led by Debbie Piro as 
president. The ICF lead-
ership team includes:  
Jo Bertaccini, Jaime  
Portillo, Jim Jones, 
Rosanne Huey, Camille 
Orlando, Julie Midwin, 
Shirley Cantania, George 
Midwin, Tony Spagnola, 
Lonnie Swarringim, and 
Linda Galassi.



20 | 2023-24 SAINT FRANCES CABRINI PARISH ANNUAL PASTORAL REPORT

SFC SCHOOL 2023 – 2024 HIGHLIGHTS

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic School is 
a welcoming community centered in the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. In partnership with  
parents and our parish community, the staff is 
committed to nourishing the spiritual growth, 
academic excellence, social responsibility, 
and personal development of all students.

CREATING ONE SFC PARISH COMMUNITY
A focus for 2023 – 24 was the recognition that 

the school is the largest ministry of  the parish.  
The school forged a strong partnership between 
principal and pastor to improve collaboration and 
outcomes. The school and parish worked in part-
nership to improve the SFC grounds and facilities 
and to work together on common goals.

Sacramental preparation and education were at 
the heart of  SFC School in the 2023 – 24 school 
year. In the spring of  2024, a diocese-wide Confir-
mation Mass held at SFC allowed school parents 
to be fully initiated into the Church. Overall, an  
increase in Baptisms for children enrolled in school 
was seen this past year. SFC School continued 
ongoing formation in the classroom for 7th and 
8th grade students and an 8th grade retreat was  
held at CYO camp with reconciliation and Mass 
imbedded.

Within its programming, SFC School includ-
ed protected time for students to grow in faith. 
A school-wide weekly Mass with the parish was 
held at 8:30 am on Wednesdays throughout the 
school year. There were monthly SFC student-led 
Masses on Sunday at the 9:30 Family Mass. SFC 
School also collaborated in celebrating a 4:00 pm  
children-led Christmas Eve Mass. School-wide 
Reconciliation services were held during Lent and  
Advent. More than 40 SFC school students were 
confirmed in fall 2023 and 35 SFC students  
received their First Eucharist in spring 2024.  
See page 5 for parish-wide sacrament numbers.

ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS
SFC School boasted strong academic achieve-

ments over this past year. All students who attended  
SFC in grades 6-8 had 100% admittance into 
first choice Catholic high school. All of  the SFC  
Geometry students placed into Algebra II. Ninety- 
seven percent of  Algebra 1 students placed into 
Geometry this past year. Outdoor education  
opportunities were provided to grades 6 & 8 though  
Science Camp and the 8th grade retreat.

SFC School offered experiences to have his-
tory come alive for students including: 4th Grade 
California Day, 5th grade Colonial Day, 6th grade 
Ancient World Day, and 7th grade Medieval Day. 
In addition, SFC school offered students real-world 
educational experiences through off-site, hands-on 
learning field trips for all students in grades 1 – 5.
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STUDENT LIFE HIGHLIGHTS
During the 2023 – 24 school year, SFC school 

had a vibrant Student Council who spearhead-
ed many new events and ideas including: a school 
supply drive, spirit rallies, a student store, monthly  
raffle drawings, lunchtime sports tournaments, 
homeroom wars, spirit week, and more! Students 
enjoyed Monthly buddy class activities, STEM, 
and Prayer Days. SFC School students gave back 
to their community, too. SFC students complet-
ed more than 1,000 hours serving the community 
through projects and activities.

MAKING A ROADMAP FOR FUTURE GROWTH
This year the school implemented the  

creation of  a five-year Strategic Plan with three driv-
ing pillars. The first pillar is Catholic Identity with 
goals focused on increasing faith formation opportu-
nities for students and guardians. The second of  the  
pillars is Academic Excellence & Whole Child 
Wellness. These goals are focused on recruiting and 
retaining excellent teachers and allocating funds 
to programs to promote students’ emotional well- 
being. The third of  the pillars is Operational  
Vitality. Goals in this pillar are focused around  
increasing enrollment and maintaining our current 
facilities, including the long term goal of  funding a 
new junior high complex.

PARENT GROUP SPONSORED EVENTS
SFC is blessed to have an active parent group 

that supports both parish and school.  This year the 
parent group saw increased turnout! SFC School 
also worked on increasing communication for 
events, spirit days, and needs across our community.

Events included: Grandparents Day, Count-
down to Christmas, Catholic Schools Week,  
Father/Daughter Dance, Mother/Son Dance,  
Junior High Fun Night, and Teacher Appreciation 
Week.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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EXPENSES 2023/24

	 2023/2024	 2024/2025
	 Actuals	 Budget
INCOME				  

Collections	 714,388 	 729,700
Parish Organizations	 33,441 	 62,900
Gifts & Stipends	 647,365 	 104,500 
Other Income	 203,363 	 145,097
Parish Programs & Activities	 8,200	 8,500
ADA Rebate	  33,496 	 115,000

Total Income	  $1,640,253 	  $1,165,697

EXPENSES
				  
Facilities	  350,177 	  384,843 
Administration	  377,995  	  433,801 
Parish Programs	  34,518 	  28,281 
Pastoral	  202,886  	  209,163 
Liturgy	  53,965 	  45,300 
Diocesan Assessment	  59,880 	  64,309 
				  
Total Expenses	  $1,079,421 	  $1,165,697 
				  
Net Income (Loss)	  $560,832 	  $-  



23 | 2023-24 SAINT FRANCES CABRINI PARISH ANNUAL PASTORAL REPORT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The collaboration of  many people made this report possible:

Teresa Adams - writing & editing

Jolene Cisler - statistics

Ronda Clark - writing

Father James Okafor - vision, writing, & editing 

Jean O’Connell - statistics, editing

Matthew Shafer - editing

�Melissa Shafer - compilation, writing, graphic design, & editing

The SFC Circle Leaders - photos, writing, & editing

Photos were provided by: Teresa Adams, Doris Bebla, Cathy Campbell,  
Malia Delvecchio, Elizabeth Drew, Blanche Khoshaba, Jean O’Connell, Jeff 
Morrison, Henry Nguyen, Tim Nguyen, Sam Nickolas, Father James Okafor, 
Debbie Piro, Mary Ellen Poirier, Maria Sarmiento, Matthew Shafer, and  
Melissa Shafer. 

Our gratitude goes to the many volunteers, parishioners, donors, and sponsors 
of  St. Frances Cabrini Parish — through your support, we go forth in our  
mission with one heart and one mind.



“Begin the mission, and the means will come.”
- S t .  Fr a n c e s  X av i e r  C a b r i n i

SAINT FRANCES CABRINI CHURCH
15333 WOODARD RD • SAN JOSE, CA 95124
408-879-1120 • WWW.SFCABRINI.ORG

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY – FRIDAY: 8:30 AM

SATURDAY: 8:30 AM, 5:00 PM (VIGIL), 6:45 PM (VIETNAMESE)
SUNDAY: 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM, 5:30 PM, 1:00 PM (ASSYRIAN)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SATURDAY: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT


